
The ABC’s of 
Miss Rosenthal’s Room 

 
 

A 
Absences 

Please call the school and let us know if your child will be absent. 

An automated absence system will call in the morning if the office does not hear from you. 

Emailing me is also great so that you child doesn’t get behind with homework! 

 

Anti-Bully Meetings 
We will have weekly anti-bullying meetings using lessons from the Olweus Bullying Prevention 

Program.  Encourage your student to take a stand against bullying! 

 

B 
Birthdays 

We all love to celebrate birthdays and school is such a great place to do so.  Please let me 

know a few days ahead so that time can be allotted to celebrate your child's special day.  

Goodies are allowed, but please bring enough for the entire class (27 students).  Please 

remember that treats need to be peanut free and made in a peanut free facility.  In order to 

not distract from teaching time, students will not be passing out treats to other teachers this 

school year.  However, they can leave extra treats in the teacher’s lounge. 

 

Book Orders 
Every month, I will send home book order forms for you and your child to look over.  These 

clubs offer wonderful books at reduced prices – what a great way to build your home library 

and encourage your child to read!  You can even order online at scholastic.com/bookclubs by 

using our class activation code: GPH7V. 



C 
Change in Transportation 

Please complete the “Change of Dismissal” form when your child will be 

going home a different way than usual. 

 

Clothing 
Students need to wear appropriate, comfortable clothing to school.  Please put names on 

coats, sweaters, lunch bags and book bags—anything that could possibly get lost! 

 

Communication 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to write a note, email, or 

call.  The best way to contact me is via email, since I check it multiple times a day.  My email 

address is Sara.Rosenthal@oxfordschools.org and can be accessed through the Oxford 

website.  Also feel free to contact me at 248-969-5200 extension 4229.  The phone is 

silenced during school hours, but you may leave a voicemail and I will return your call as 

soon as I am available.  Every issue is extremely important to me and I will return the 

message or note within 24 hours during the school week. 

 

E 
Economy 

In our classroom, students will learn the value of earning and saving money, as they get paid 

for their behavior, responsibility, organization, and good deeds.  They keep track of this 

money, and may save up for prizes.  You will learn more about our Classroom Economy in 

the coming weeks. 

 

Essential Agreements 
During the first few weeks of school we will begin our first IB unit, 

Who We Are.  During this unit, we will establish the rules (Essential 

Agreements) and procedures together for our room, get to know 

one another, and learn about roles and responsibilities. 



F 
Fieldtrips & More 

The students will participate in the annual Economic Fair, which is a big hit for all.  

We will visit Lansing in the spring and go bowling the last week of school. 

 

Friday Folder 
The Friday Folder is a way of organizing papers that go home.  It will go home on Friday, or 

the last day of school that particular week.  The Friday Folder must be returned to school on 

Monday completely empty, except for possible notes that must be signed and returned.  

 

G 
Grading Scale 

Again, this year, elementary schools will be using a standards based report card, with a few 

changes.  In the classroom, graded assignments will have the numbers 3 (The student can 

demonstrate the standard independently), 2 (The student can demonstrate the standard 

with some support), or 1 (The student can demonstrate the standard with a significant amount 

of support) to determine the student’s understanding of the grade level standards.  You may 

also see percentages and point values assigned to some student work.  

 

H 
Handwriting 

Cursive will be practiced in class and may be required for some assignments. 

 

Homework 
Homework is typically assigned Monday through Thursday and usually consists of reading for 

20 minutes (and logging it on a reading calendar), a math homework page, and studying for 

any tests.  Homework is due the following day, unless otherwise noted.  In the case that 



homework is not completed on the day it is due, the student will lose the chance to earn the 

homework pay for that week.  Weekend homework consists of reading and studying for 

quizzes or tests.  If there is any other homework over the weekend it will most likely be 

because class work was not completed.  I usually give an adequate amount of time for class 

work, so if it is sent home, there is a good reason for it to become homework. 

 

I 
International Baccalaureate 

Clear Lake is an International Baccalaureate (IB) school.  This means that we will implement 

concepts from the Primary Years Program into our daily classroom activities.  PYP focuses 

around the idea that students in the 21    

st century are faced with the challenge of learning 

about an interconnected world where knowledge is constantly developing.  The International 

Baccalaureate Primary Years Program prepares students to be active participants in a 

lifelong journey of learning.   

 

Instagram Bulletin Board 
Students are welcome to post photographs (3”x3”) to our Instagram bulletin board.  This is a 

fun way to build classroom community and get to know one another!  Every few weeks the 

theme, or hashtag, will change.  I will communicate the theme with you in our room news. 

 

L 
Learner Profile 

The Learner Profile is a large component of PYP.  The 

Learner Profile describes a list of attributes that promote 

academic rigour and the establishing of a personal value 

system leading to international-mindedness.  The Learner 

Profile attributes include and encourage students to 

become: inquirers, thinkers, communicators, risk-takers, 

knowledgeable, principled, caring, open-minded, balanced, 

and reflective.  Please encourage your child to demonstrate 

these qualities on a daily basis, in and out of school.  



Library & Computer Lab 
Library is scheduled on Tuesday.  Please return books to school on Tuesdays.  We will visit 

the computer lab to play games and type our writing.  Please have your child keep a set of 

ear buds or headphones in his/her backpack to use when we visit the computer lab. 

 

Lunch 
Our lunch period is 12:45-1:25 with recess the first twenty minutes.  There is a debit card 

system for your child to purchase lunch at school.  This will eliminate bringing lunch money 

each day.  They will let you know when the balance is low on the card so that it can be 

replenished.  It can be replenished online as a convenience.  Color coded lunch calendars 

were sent home.  Please keep those handy because it is for multiple months at a time. 

 

M 
Math 

We will use the Math Expressions Common Core program.  This program combines elements 

of standards-based instruction with the best traditional approaches. Through drawings, 

conceptual language, and real-world examples, it helps students make sense of mathematics.  

There will be nightly homework pages and family letters that will come home.  There is also an 

online component that can be used at home. 

 

P 
Positive Rewards 

Fish Bowl - Each time students as a class are doing a great job, they are rewarded with fish 

in the fish bowl.  This can be for silent walking in the halls, working cooperatively together, or 

just doing an outstanding job learning!  When the bowl is filled up, they are rewarded with a 

class celebration. 

 

PTO 
Your involvement in our room and at our school helps tremendously!  Take time during the 

first few weeks of school to join our PTO!  Your support of our school means a lot! 



R 
Reading Workshop 

We will teach reading through a reading workshop format this school year.  Students will be 

tested to find their “just right” reading level three times during the year.  They will learn key 

concepts during a mini-lesson, given time to read independently, and participate in whole 

class discussions.  Students will also read many different genres. 

 

Room 2 News 
You will receive class newsletters every Friday via email and in your child's Friday Folder.  

The Room 2 News will also be placed on our classroom website.  This is to keep you 

informed of learning that has taken place in our classroom, events, and upcoming tests. 
 

S 
Scholastic News 

Students will be using the Scholastic News Magazine in our classroom.  This magazine 

provides an excellent opportunity for us to discuss current events, nonfiction, social studies 

concepts, and science concepts. 

 

Snack 
Please provide your child with a healthy snack every day for snack in the morning.  If you 

want to send a drink with your child, please send a water bottle-no juice.  If your child has a 

food allergy, please let me know.  Continue checking that all snacks are peanut free and 

made in a peanut free facility.  

 

Specials 
Our special schedule is as follows: 

Monday – Chinese & Reading Buddies  

Tuesday - Chinese & Art (alternating weeks) & Library 

Wednesday - Chinese & Music 

Thursday - Chinese & P.E. 

Friday - Chinese & P.E. & Computer Lab 



Spelling & Word Work 
We will use the Words Their Way program for our 

spelling/word work.  Students will be taught 

spelling strategies and word lists/sorts.  Most 

work with the word lists will be done in class.  

Studying will be done at home.  Students will be 

given spelling inventories throughout the year to 

track their progress. 

 

Star Chart 
The star chart is used to help students focus on desired behavior in the classroom and for 

communication between you and me, when needed.  All students begin each day with three 

stars.  Certain classroom behaviors are required for me to teach and students to learn, such 

as listening while teaching is taking place, using materials correctly and cooperatively, and so 

forth.  Throughout the day, if a student forgets or chooses not to follow the rules, I will 

remind him or her of them.  If the student still does not comply and continues with the 

behavior, he/she will be asked to cross off one star, as a warning to change or control the 

behavior.  If the behavior still continues, the student will cross off a second star and 

complete a Reflection Sheet, which is turned into me.  Basically, the student will write down 

the behavior, reflect on the behavior, and write down what the student will do to improve the 

behavior.  If the student continues that day to have trouble, he or she will cross off the third 

star.  This step requires a discipline form and a letter from the student to the parents about 

the difficulties he or she is having.  The discipline form and the letter will go home with the 

student and must be signed and returned to me the next day. 

 

Student Planners 
Your child will receive a student planner, which needs to be brought back each day.  The 

students will learn responsibility by writing down homework and tests.  Please serve as a 

wonderful example for your child by signing his/her student planner daily.  The more 

consistent you are with signatures, the more your child will become responsible.  I will begin 

the year by checking planners.  As the year goes on, it will become his/her responsibility.   

 

Student Reporter 
Every child will have an opportunity to be the Student Reporter.  I will send home the 

information for the reporter the Friday before his/her week.  There are different fun 

activities to be completed each day during the week. 

 



T 
Times (Arrival, Dismissal, Early Release) 

School starts at 9:04 a.m. and dismisses at 4:04 p.m.  The first bell rings at 8:57 a.m.  

Arriving on time is important because our day begins promptly at the bell.  Please drop off 

your 4th grader outside so that he/she can walk down to the classroom by him/herself.  This 

year we have more early release days which begin at 9:04 a.m. and end at 12:15 p.m.   

 

Tardies 
If your child is late for school, please sign them in at the office before sending them to the 

classroom.  Please make every effort to arrive on time.  We start our Morning Routine right 

away which incorporates daily lessons and practice.  Again this year, students leaving early 

will also receive a tardy. 

 

Tests 
Assignments and/or tests with a “1” must be signed by a parent and returned 

to school the next day.  They will then be sent home in the Friday folder.   

 

Toys 
Students should not bring toys to school, as they are a distraction and can become lost.  We 

are not responsible for a child's toys if they choose to bring them. 

 

Traveling Folders 
The Traveling Folder is a way of helping 

students keep their classroom papers 

organized.  The Traveling Folder consists of 

a folder for each subject, as well as 

homework.  Your child must bring the 

Traveling Folder home every day and bring 

it back to school each day, as it will contain 

everything needed for homework and 

communication.  Feel free to look through 

the papers, but please do not take any 

papers out of the Traveling Folder since 

we use them in class.  



U 
Units of Inquiry 

Fourth graders will explore six Units of Inquiry this year.  Our six units will focus on the 

following six themes and concepts: Who We Are (roles and responsibilities), Where We Are 

in Place and Time (regions), How We Organize Ourselves (government), Sharing the Planet 

(organisms), How the World Works (economics), and How We Express Ourselves 

(communication).  Ask your child about the central idea of each unit during the year. 

 

V 
Visitors 

Clear Lake has a policy that ALL GUESTS (including familiar faces) 

are required to check in at the school office. 

 

Volunteers 
I feel it is very important for a child to know that his or her parents support their education.  

As such, we will try to provide opportunities for parents to volunteer and visit our 

classroom.  Your support can be exhibited in a number of ways including helping with parties, 

assisting with special projects, sending in treats or party goods, chaperoning field trips, or 

working with small groups. 

 

W 
Writing Workshop 

Students will be taught writing through a workshop format.  Writing will occur daily and can 

include journaling, quilt writing, and interactive writing.  Students are involved in explicit 

demonstrations of conventions and concepts during workshop mini-lessons.  Grammar will be 

embedded within the workshop.  They will discover the connection between reading and 

writing, while learning concepts of how written language works.  They will write narratives, 

opinion pieces, and informational reports. 



Website 
I have created a website to serve as a home-school connection.  The website will include 

pictures, homework, games, and various links.  Please try to visit the website frequently as I 

will update it on a weekly basis.  Many important letters and homework assignments will be 

posted on the website in case you need an extra copy.  The website is 

www.missrosenthal.com.   

 

Z 
Zzzz! 

Make sure that your child gets plenty of rest.  Setting and keeping a bedtime is a wonderful 

gift you can give to your child.  It will help them to be their best at school. 

 


